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 BOLETAS Birdwatching centre

 22192 Loporzano (Huesca) – Spain






           tel/fax 00 34 974 262027 or 01162 889318
                                                                                                                        e.mail: jjsv@boletas.org   

                                                                                                                      WWW.BIRDINGSPAIN.COM                    
                                                                                                                    Josele J. Saiz  - NIF 38491538A

Dear Josele, Esther and Marina
 

We arrived home safely on Monday evening after what can only be described as a perfect few days stay with all you at Boletas.
 

Although it was almost five years since our last visit everything was just as good, if not even better, than we had remembered it. We had wonderful food at every mealtime, and such a friendly welcome from you all, which really leaves us wishing we had a much longer stay. We really were made to feel that we are your friends rather than guests.
 

We now have so many happy memories to look back on until our next visit to Boletas, which is surely the best guest house to stay anywhere.
 

Perhaps our favourite memory was sitting in the sunshine at Santa Cilia eating our superb tomato tortilla lunch and watching Griffon Vultures, a Golden Eagle and a pair of Lammergeiers flying in front of us. Then there was the sheer joy of the first Wallcreeper of the trip and our fantastic day out with Alberto. 
 

Thank you all again so much for making our stay at Boletas so magical. We look forward to seeing you all again soon.
 

Our very best wishes
 

Anita, Elliott, Barrie and Tony
 

A WEEKEND AT THE BOLETAS BIRWATCHING CENTRE,

LOPORZANO, ARAGON

15th–19th February 2007

Ever since our visit to the Boletas Birdwatching Centre in May 2002 we had promised ourselves a return visit. This time we were pleased that our good friend Tony Davison, who had not been to this part of Spain before, was able to accompany us to this superb birding area. By visiting the area in February we aimed to see some of the alpine species that spend the winter at lower altitudes, particularly Wallcreeper, to get good views of some of the scarcer raptors and to see a good selection of steppe species, which can be difficult to see in the heat of summer.

The Boletas Bird Watching Centre is situated in Lopozano, which is on the edge of the Guara National Park. Josele Saiz and his wife Esther run the Centre and this really is perfect place in which to stay. The warmth and friendliness offered to us during our stay was second to none and the meals and picnics, all prepared by Esther, were always superb. It is a place where we feel like friends and will definitely visit again. Josele has a wonderful enthusiasm and he was more than willing to share his considerable knowledge of the area to ensure that we got the most out of our holiday. 

We flew to Zaragosa from Stanstead on a Ryanair flight. This service is a fairly recent addition to Ryanair’s schedule and it suited us perfectly as Zaragosa is only an hour’s drive from Boletas. Our hire car was upgraded to an Opel Zafira diesel and this was booked through Holiday Autos and then subcontracted to Europcar. This was ready for us at Zaragosa airport and performed perfectly for us during our five days. Being allocated a diesel car was an unexpected bonus as not only was it more fuel-efficient than a petrol engine car, but diesel fuel is very cheap in Spain too. The 450 miles we covered only cost us £32 in fuel and the whole trip, door to door, cost about £350 per person

From our base in Lopozano we made several relatively short excursions; to Vadiello, San Julian de Banzo, Santa Cilia de Panzano, Piraces, Riglos and Embalse de Sotonera. On one day we drove further a field to the steppes of Los Monegros. Here, one of Josele’s friends, Alberto Bueno, who works as a Ranger in the area, took us out for the day in his four-wheel drive vehicle. This was a most wonderful trip, as with Alberto’s expertise and fine field skills we located all of our target species and more. Alberto spoke excellent English and the best compliment we can make of him is that it the day was like going out birding with a friend.  As well as the steppes at Los Monegros, Alberto also took us to Candasnos Laguna and Laguna de Sarinena, both fascinating sites, which hosted large numbers of water birds.

During our long weekend we saw 99 species, including 12 species of raptor. We were thrilled that we saw all of our major target species; in fact Tony saw seven new species. Generally we enjoyed excellent views of many of the speciality birds, with our highlights being: - the Wallcreepers at Vadiello, stunning views of Lammergeier at Santa Cilia, the large numbers of Little Bustards, sandgrouse and larks at Los Monegros, the Eagle Owl in the mini ‘Grand Canyon’ at Piraces, the Bonelli’s Eagle and the close views of Griffon Vultures at San Julian and an Alpine Accentor feeding a few feet from us at Riglos. In short, this was a fantastic trip, with great company, brilliant birding and wonderful hosts. None of us can wait for our next visit.

ITINERARYAND HIGHLIGHTS

	15th February
	

	Weather
	Warm and sunny

	Morning
	Flight  from Stanstead to Zaragosa

	Afternoon
	Zuera area

Embalse de Sotenera

	Birding Highlights
	Golden Eagle, Cranes, Calandra Lark, Great White Egret, Little Egret


	16th February
	

	Weather
	Warm and sunny

	Morning
	Embalse de Vadiello

Santa Cilia de Panzano

	Afternoon
	Riglos

Embalse de Sotenera

	Birding Highlights
	Wallcreeper, Lammergeier, Golden Eagle, Alpine Accentor, Cranes


	17th February
	

	Weather
	Overcast to start, a heavy downpour mid-morning, then warm and sunny

	Morning
	Los Monegros steppes

Candasnos Laguna

	Afternoon
	Alcocea de Cinca 

Laguna de Sarinena

	Birding Highlights
	Little Bustard, Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Thekla Lark, Canandra Lark, Lesser Short-toed Lark, Black-necked Grebe, Red-crested Pochard, Black Wheatear, Cattle Egret, Little Egret, Penduline Tit, large Marsh Harrier roost


	18th February
	

	Weather
	Overcast to start with a strong north-easterly wind, brighter later but still windy 

	Morning
	San Julian de Banzo 

Embalse de Vadiello

	Afternoon
	Embalse de Vadiello

Piraces

	Birding Highlights
	Bonelli’s Eagle, very close Griffon Vultures, Wallcreeper, Lammergeier, Eagle Owl, Rock Sparrow


	19th February
	

	Weather
	Sunny but cool early morning, quite warm by lunch time

	Morning
	Loporzano
Drive to Zaragosa Airport

	Afternoon
	Flight from Zaragosa to Stanstead

	Birding Highlights
	Red Kites, Sardinian Warbler, Southern Grey Shrike


DAILY ACCOUNTS

Thursday, 15th February

We were woken by our alarm at 3-15am and within half an hour we were on our way to Melbourne pick up Tony at 4-00am. It was then the long drive to Stanstead Airport, which went very smoothly. The man from the car park company met us as arranged at 7-15am and we checked in at the Ryanair desk and after eventually getting through security, we even had to de-boot, we treated ourselves to a much needed hot breakfast. Our flight to Zaragoza left and arrived on time and after the briefest of waits for our luggage, we picked up our hire car – a superb Opel Zafira – and we had left the airport by 1-30pm. Very pleasing was the unseasonably warm weather that greeted us in Spain and as we drove away we were almost regretting not bringing our summer clothes.

After a little stress getting to the Zaragoza motorway system we were soon heading north towards Huesca. We stopped at a filling station near Villanueva de Gallego for drinks and we were soon watching our first, of what would be many sightings of Griffon Vultures. Equally exciting were our first sightings of a White Stork and a Black Redstart. We continued further north and stopped again by an area of cultivated land by the Rio Gallego north of Zuera. Here we picked up more raptors including Red Kite, Marsh Harrier and on least 20 Griffon Vultures. We found a flock of about 30 Serins and at least 100 Linnets in one field, had very brief views of a Southern Grey Shrike and several Bath White butterflies. A very surprising bird here though and picked out by Tony in the distance, was a very early Swallow.

For the remainder of the afternoon we decided to spend our time at Embalse de Sotenera, a large reservoir to the west of Huesca. Whilst back on the motorway we found a Golden Eagle and saw more Buzzards and Red Kites. We took the back road to the reservoir, stopping near a farm where there was a good sized finch flock feeding by the roadside. On reaching the reservoir we stopped at the dam to scan the water. There was little to see, only Great Crested Grebes, Mallards and few Yellow-legged and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. We did however find a Chiffchaff in the waterside bushes. We then made our way to Montmesa, a village by the northeast corner of the reservoir. On the way we stopped by a large grassy field where we found at least 30 Calandra Larks, many of which were in song. At Montmesa, another finch flock also contained Reed and Corn Bunting and a bonus of eight Woodlarks, while a little further up the road we had fantastic views of a Hoopoe feeding by the side of the road. From here we drove a short distance to view the reservoir. This is the spot where we hoped to see some of the Cranes that roost here whilst on their northerly migration and we saw at least 100, but they were very, very distant and were flying away from us. We did see some more good birds too: - a Great White Egret, a Little Egret, 40 Ruff and 50 Wigeon and several Marsh Harriers. At about 6 o’clock we decided to call it a day and head to Boletas in Loporzano, which was to be our home for the next four nights. Although it had been almost five years since we were last there, the whole route felt very familiar and it was almost as if we had never been away. On our arrival at Boletas we were welcomed by Esther and Marina (Josele was away on a tour) and shown to our rooms. We had had a very long and tiring day and after one of Esther’s superb dinners and a few glasses of very good wine we all went straight to bed. 

Friday, 16th February

After a really good night’s sleep we awoke refreshed and took breakfast at eight o’clock, with all four of us eagerly looking forward to the day ahead. Outside it was sunny and before we left I spoke with Alberto, Josele’s friend who was taking us on a trip around the Los Monegros steppes on Saturday. He told me that rain was due and if it was rained hard the trip would not be possible. Obviously, we would be keeping our fingers crossed. Outside Boletas Elliott and Tony had been busy photographing Spotless Starlings, but we quickly got inside the car and made our way up towards the dam at Embalse de Vadiello, a favourite site for wintering Wallcreepers. It was only a 14km journey to the dam and we were soon seeing lots of Griffon Vultures. After passing through a small tunnel I mentioned that Wallcreepers are sometimes seen in the small road side quarries. Almost immediately we came to a quarry and Anita shouted “There’s one – on the cliff!” We all jumped out of the car, leaving in the road to view a magnificent Wallcreeper on the rock face no more than 25 feet up. The bird soon flew on to another cliff and out of view, but eventually flew back into full view. Unfortunately by the time we organised our ‘scopes from the car it had flown off down the valley. What a fantastic start to our day. We drove on to the dam but failed to find any more Wallcreepers there. As compensation, there were hordes of Griffon Vultures, and we also saw Crag Martins, two Rock Sparrows, Rock Doves, a Peregrine and two Ravens.

We left Vadiello and drove back towards Loporzano and then to the raptor feeding point at Santa Cilia de Panzano. On the way we saw a Southern Grey Shrike from the car at Sipan and a few Buzzards. The viewpoint is situated just beyond the cemetery in Santa Cilia and it offered magnificent views of the Sierra de Guara range. We sat down in glorious sunshine and enjoyed the superb tomato tortillas, which had been prepared for us by Esther. The sky around us was full of Griffon Vultures and an adult Golden Eagle was found by Tony. I had got on to an interesting raptor flying just below the skyline, “LAMMERGEIER!” Tony and I shouted as one. We were then treated to some brilliant views of two of these magnificent raptors flying in front of us. After a while they both landed on a crag before one disappeared and was re-found close to us by Elliott. A little later a third Lammergeier, this time a sub-adult, flew past us giving more great views of our target species.  Before leaving this magnificent site we had a brief adrenalin surge when, for a few moments a very distant Rock Dove almost fooled us into thinking it was a Wallcreeper – no such luck though.

From here we drove back past Loporzano and to the outskirts of Huesca, then northwest on the A132 to Riglos. We saw several Red Kites and White Storks from the car on the way. Riglos is a small village which lies in front of the very spectacular vertical rock faces and pinnacles known as the Mallos de Riglos. These rock faces here are regular wintering sites for Wallcreepers. Unfortunately when we arrived it was very windy and in spite of our searching we failed to locate any. We had close views of Griffon Vultures and Crag Martins, but little else until Anita found an Alpine Accentor near the church. We had fantastic views of it as it fed just a few feet from us. Back at the car park we saw a flock of 30 Choughs heading past the cliffs.

Before heading back to Boletas we made another visit to Emblase de Sotonera to see if we could see more cranes. We again parked up near Montmesa and saw similar birds to the previous evening. We saw several Marsh Harriers, but by staying a little later we had better views of the Cranes. We saw over 200 and they flew in to roost, usually in flocks of up to 30 birds before landing near the edge of the lake, unfortunately, just out of sight. Apparently in March roosting numbers can reach over 15000, which must be an incredible sight. Anyway, we were more that happy with what we had seen and we made our way back to Boletas for dinner after a fantastic day.  

Saturday, 17th February

We were up early for breakfast hoping that the weather would remain dry for our trip to the Los Monegros steppes with Josele’s friend Albert Bueno, who is a ranger in the area. It didn’t look too good as the sunshine of the previous two days had been replaced by grey and threatening skies – just as Alberto had predicted. We left Boletas at 7-45 for our one hour dive to meet Alberto at his home in Ontinena. On the way we saw a few Buzzards and White Storks, but little else. 

Alberto was waiting for us and after our introductions we all transferred into his four wheel drive car for the off-road part of our day. Alberto explained that the steppe area of Los Monegros is diminishing due to agriculture, which is financially assisted with EU grants and this is therefore threatening the area’s special birds. We had no idea at this stage just how good a day we were going to have. We were taken onto the steppes south of Ontinena and within seconds of us leaving the road we saw a Little Owl perched on an old building. Soon afterwards we were treated with point blank views of a singing Thekla Lark, followed immediately by flight views of Black-bellied Sandgrouse. Within minutes, whilst driving down the next track we flushed over 30 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse out of a field from less than 50m away and also spotted two or three Little Bustards on the other side of the track. These flew behind a hedge where we could also see the head and necks of several more Little Bustards. Suddenly the whole flock flew up, about 75 in all, making an absolutely breathtaking sight. What a fantastic start to our day. Our whole morning on these plains was superb; in total we saw over 200 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and over 40 Black-bellied Sandgrouse, including several of each species which gave us fantastic ‘scope views. Some of these were seen on the ground at an area where Alberto puts food down for them and we were very privileged to be taken to this site. Larks were abundant too and our sightings included over 30 Thekla Larks and at least 100 Calandra Larks. We also managed six Lesser Short-toed Larks, which Alberto skilfully lured into a display flight for us. We really only ‘failed’ on Dupont’s Lark, a species which now only has a handful of pairs on the Los Monegros steppes and was not one we expected to see. The weather which had been threatening all morning finally let go the expected downpour, but we sat it out in Alberto’s car and spent the time photographing a flock of over 30 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, which were close by in a ploughed field. The weather picked up after that and the rest of the day was warm and sunny.  Other good birds seen on the plains included 20 Chough, three Stone Curlews, two Hoopoes, two Lesser Grey Shrikes, several Red Kites, a ringtail Hen Harrier, many Red-legged Partridge and several Red Kites.

We then drove a short distance to Candasnos Laguna, a small lake on the edge of the town, which seemed to act as a magnet for water birds. On the track to the lake we saw a pair of birds, which we thought were Lesser Kestrels, but by the time we had organised our ‘scopes they had moved further away making it impossible to confirm our ID in the heat haze. On the lake, highlights were eight Black-necked Grebes, 15 Red-crested Pochard and good numbers of ducks, which included Pochard, Shoveler, Gadwall, Tufted Duck and Teal. Whilst watching these we admired up to 15 Marsh Harriers quartering the reed beds and had brief views of a Hoopoe that landed near our car. In the reeds we found Reed Buntings and saw up to three singing Cetti’s Warblers.

It was now time for lunch and Alberto persuaded us that we need refreshments and that his ‘local hostelry’ was the ideal spot. We therefore drove back to Ontinena, with stops for more sandgrouse and larks on the way. In Ontinena Alberto somehow managed to squeeze his car through the very narrow streets at Alonso type speeds before parking up outside his local bar. In we trotted turning every head in the bar and fortunately Alberto took over the ordering duties to save me from the embarrassment of not speaking Spanish. The ice cold beers and Coca Colas went down a treat, although the local speciality ordered for us by Alberto, pickled squid, was a much more acquired taste. 

Suitably refreshed we ate our lunch from the cliff tops overlooking Alcolea de Cinca where Alberto had seen a Wallcreeper the day before. We were not as lucky, although there was the compensation of two Black Wheatears and exceptional views of Thekla Lark. Looking over the town we could see White Storks already paired up and on their nests, whilst feeding in one of the flooded fields nearby were several Little Egrets and Cattle Egrets. Driving away from the cliff tops we found our third Southern Grey Shrike of the day.

For our final venue Alberto took us to the Laguna de Sarinena, briefly stopping on the way in Sena so we could photograph the White Storks. Arriving at the lake we saw our first Sparrowhawk and we made for the southern end of the site where Alberto tried to find Penduline Tit for us. Tony saw a male briefly in the reeds, while Alberto and Anita saw it in flight, but there were no more sightings. We did see several Chiffchaffs in the reeds though. We then went to the hide only to be told we had just missed a Purple Gallinule. From the hide highlights included large numbers of Shoveler and Teal, at least 50 Cormorants, a large Black-headed Gull roost, Green Sandpiper, Snipe, two Water Rail, three Cetti’s Warblers and over 50 Marsh Harriers. Alberto left us at 5-45pm after what could only be described as a truly memorable day and we thank him very much for it. We said our goodbyes and stayed in the hide a little longer to see if the Gallinule would show before leaving, but unfortunately it remained hidden in the reeds.
By the time we arrived back at Boletas it was dark and as Esther was taking part in the carnival in Huesca dinner was going to be late. We were desperate for a cold drink and having seen lights and beer crates through a window up the road, we ventured inside. With our pathetic Spanish we managed to order beer, pop and crisps and enjoyed a very pleasing hour in what we later discovered was the local social club. Our day had been long and exciting and we really enjoyed our dinner. It was also great to welcome Josele back from his tour of Morocco. Even though his journey back to Boletas had been very tiring he was very pleased to hear that we were having a such great time. 

Sunday, 18th February

After breakfast Josele sat down with us and showed us precisely where to find our target birds for the day, Bonelli’s Eagle and Eagle Owl. It was sunny when we left Boletas, but quite windy and we went up onto the plateau and explored around the cemetery for a short time. We quickly found Sardinian Warbler and three Wood Larks before being enveloped in mist. Therefore, as we had seen large numbers of vultures flying in the distance we decided to head off quickly to San Julian de Banzo in search of our first target. We found the spot Josele had recommended quite easily and saw two Great Spotted Woodpeckers and a Sparrowhawk as we got out of the car. We were staggered though by the number of Griffon Vultures around us, at least 200 and as it was now quite cool they were flying amazingly close. After only ten minutes, Tony found a Bonelli’s Eagle and this showed very well for over twenty minutes as it quartered fields in the valley. We were very privileged to have such good views of one of these rare eagles. We stayed for some time admiring the vultures, but the weather became colder forcing several to land on a nearby hill, so we moved closer to take some photographs and found a Dartford Warbler in the scrub. Leaving San Julian we stopped to look at a few Cirl Buntings and Black Redstarts, before heading off to Vadiello in the hope of catching up with another Wallcreeper. We spent some time looking for one at Vadiello, searching the small quarries and the area around the dam, but it was cold and very windy and we failed in our quest. Many Griffon Vultures, a Peregrine and two Ravens were the highlights before we made our way back down the valley. 

At a quarry stop on the way down an adult Lammergeier came in low over our heads giving superb views before it disappeared up the valley. A little further on we stopped to look at a cliff sheltered from the wind. “WALLCREEPER!!!” was the shout from Tony. Yes, he had found another, but very high up and very difficult to see. However we all saw it during the 20 minutes or so it was on view, albeit very intermittently.

Overjoyed by this find we headed south past Lopozano towards Piraces. After messing around trying to find our way to the village and failing, we eventually went in from another direction and found the mini ‘Grand Canyon’ that Josele had mentioned. The canyon made a super sight and it was not long before we located an Eagle Owl on the far side sitting in its cave. What a superb bird and an unexpected bonus this was. Josele had given us another site in the village. So, as we were on a roll we tried that too, but in spite of staying until almost dusk we failed to find one. We did see up to 15 Rock Sparrows, a Sparrowhawk, a few Crag Martins and a male Merlin. Finally as we packed the car we had incredible views of a singing Thekla Lark.

Back at Boletas, Josele was waiting for us, desperate to know what we had seen and he was just as excited about our finds as we were. This just is one of the many things that makes Casas Boletas so special. We had another wonderful meal and we all wished that we had booked for a longer stay. 

Monday, 19th February

Up early for our final morning and we all took a short walk before breakfast, but there were no new birds to report. After breakfast we exchanged gifts with Esther and Josele. We were all given very nice Casa Boletas egg cups and Elliott was given a Lammergeier photograph. We then said goodbye to Esther, thanking her for looking after us so well. Before leaving we took a walk around the village. It was a beautiful morning with clear blue skies, but also quite chilly. The walk was quite productive as we saw Southern Grey Shrike, our first Song Thrush, four Sardinian Warblers, Cirl Bunting, two Ravens and finally the spectacle of five Red Kites circling just above us as we got back to the village. Our spell of magic was now over and after photographs we said our final farewells to Josele. What a fantastic few days we had enjoyed.

The journey back to Zaragosa was a little fraught, as we could not find a petrol station on our side of the motorway, causing us to double back a few miles. We got to the airport in plenty of time though and although our flight was delayed we arrive at Stanstead on time. The journey back to Burton-on-Trent was on roads full of traffic and it made us realise what a pleasure driving in Spain is. We all looked forward to our next visit to Boletas.

SYSTEMATIC LIST OF BIRD SPECIES SEEN

LITTLE GREBE   Tachybaptus ruficollis
A small number were seen at Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE   Podiceps cristatus
Six were seen on Emblase de Sontenera on 15 Feb.

BLACK-NECKED GREBE   Podiceps nigricollis
Eight were on Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb.

CORMORANT   Phalacrocroax carbo

A few were at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb and c60 were roosting at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

LITTLE EGRET   Egretta garzetta
One was seen at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb and several were feeding in flooded fields at Alcocea de Cinca on 17 Feb.

CATTLE EGRET   Bubulcus ibis
A small number were feeding in flooded fields at Alcocea de Cinca on 17 Feb.

GREAT WHITE EGRET   Ardea Alba
One at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb was an exciting and unexpected find.

GREY HERON   Ardea cinerea
One was at Candasnos Laguna and several were at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

WHITE STORK   Ciconia ciconia
Two were at Embalse de Sotonera on 15-16 Feb and a few were at Montmesa on the both of these days. Several were seen on the plains of Los Monegros on 17 Feb and in the towns of Sena and Alcolea de Cinca where pairs were already occupying nests on buildings and pylons. 

MUTE SWAN   Cygnus olor
Two were at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb.

WIGEON   Anas penelope
A flock of c50 were on Embalse de Sotonera on 15/16 Feb.

GADWALL   Anas strepera
There were eight were at Candasnos Laguna and two at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

TEAL   Anas crecca
Good numbers were present at Candasnos Laguna and at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

MALLARD   Anas platyrhynchos
A few were at Embalse de Sotonera on 15/16 Feb, while good numbers were present at Candasnos Laguna and at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

SHOVELER   Anas clypeata
Very common at Candasnos Laguna and at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

RED-CRESTED POCHARD   Netta rufina
A group of 15 were at Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb.

POCHARD   Aythya ferina 

A flock of 100+ were at Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb.

TUFTED DUCK   Aythya fuligula
A few were at Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb.

RED KITE   Milvus milvus
A fairly common raptor and seen everyday, usually from the car as they hunted over roadside fields. The largest party was five at Loporzano on 19 Feb.

LAMMERGEIER   Gypaetus barbatus
We had some sensational views of this magnificent raptor in the Guara National Park. We saw two adults at close range at the feeding station at Santa Cilia de Panzano on 16 Feb, before they landed on a cliff face. Later on we saw a sub-adult at the same site. We also had close views of an adult near the Emblase de Vadiello on 18 May. 

GRIFFON VULTURE   Gyps fulvus
Very common and widespread and seen on 15-18 Feb, often in large numbers. We enjoyed some spectacularly close views of these huge birds at Embalse de Vadiello 60+), Santa Cilia de Panzano (100+), Riglos (100+) and San Julian de Banzo (200+). Surprisingly the only ones seen on the Los Monegros plains were two at Candasnos. 

MARSH HARRIER   Circus aeruginosus
First seen around field near to Zuera on 15 Feb. In suitable areas they were very common. Our largest numbers were: -  at Embalse de Sotonera, 25+ on 15/16 Feb, at Candasnos Laguna, 15 on 17 Feb and  at Laguna de Sarinena, 50+  on 17 Feb. 

HEN HARRIER   Circus cyanus

A ring-tail was seen on Los Monogros on 17 Feb.

SPARROWHAWK   Accipiter nisus
Single birds were seen at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb and San Julian de Banzo and Piraces on 18 Feb.

COMMON BUZZARD   Buteo buteo
Small numbers were seen on every day. Most numerous around Zuera and Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb when six were seen.

GOLDEN EAGLE   Aquilla chrysaetos
On was seen in a roadside tree near Zuera on 15 Feb and an adult was seen at Santa Cilia de Panzano on 16 Feb.

BONELLI’S EAGLE   Hieraaetus fasciatus
Great views on one first spotted by Tony at San Julian de Banzo on 18 Feb, in the only territory for this declining species in the Guara region

LESSER KESTREL   Falco naumanni
A male seen at Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb was probably this species. Unfortunately because of poor light conditions the identification could not be confirmed.

KESTREL   Falco tinnunculus
Small numbers were seen on each day.

MERLIN   Falco columbarius
A male was seen by Tony at Piraces on 18 Feb.

PEREGRINE FALCON   Falco peregrinus
Single birds were seen at Embalse de Vadiello on 16/18 Feb. 

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE   Alectoris rufa
Many were seen on the plains of Los Monegros on 17 Feb. Elsewhere one was seen near to Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb and a few were in fields at Loporzano on 19 Feb,.

WATER RAIL   Rallus aquaticus
Two were heard calling at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

MOORHEN   Gallinula chloropus
Small numbers were present at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb and Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

COOT   Fulica atra

Present at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb and Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb.

CRANE   Grus grus

We were fortunate to see the spectacle of birds coming in to roost at the northern end of Embalse de Sotonera near Montmasa on successive evenings. There were 100+ on 15 Feb and 180+ on 16 Feb.

LITTLE BUSTARD   Tetrax tetrax
We were extremely fortunate to find a flock of c75 on the plains of Los Monegros on 17 Feb. They made a spectacular sight as they took off en mass from the field in close front of us. This number represented about 75% of the areas population.  

STONE CURLEW   Burhinus oedicnemus
Three were seen on Los Monogros on 17 Feb.

LAPWING   Vanellus vanellus
About 40 were present at Embalse de Sotonera on 15/16 Feb. Also seen in small numbers on Los Monogros on 17 Feb.

RUFF   Philomachus pugnax

A group of c40 were at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb.

SNIPE   Gallinago gallinago
One was seen at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

GREEN SANDPIPER   Tringa ochrpus

One was seen at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

BLACK-HEADED GULL   Larus ridibundus
There were c2000 in the roost at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL   Larus fuscus
A few were at Embalse de Sotonera on 15/16 Feb.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL   Larus michahellis
A few were at Embalse de Sotonera on 15/16 Feb and good numbers were at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

BLACK-BELLIED SANDGROUSE   Pterocles orientalis

By far the rarer of the two sandgrouse species in the area, but we still managed to see at least 40 of these birds on the Los Monegros plains on 17 Feb. They were usually seen flying in small, noisy groups and were very nervous and flighty. The largest group was c15, which we saw from the Candasnos to Ontinena road and eventually we had good ‘scope views of these. 

PIN-TAILED SANDGROUSE   Pterocles alchata
Seen regularly during our trip to the plains of Los Monegros on 17 Feb and our total count exceeded 200 birds. Like the previous species they were very nervous and flighty and could not be approached closely. We saw c20 at Alberto’s feeding station and two flocks of c35, one of which gave superb ‘scope views in the rain for at 30 minutes. 

ROCK DOVE   Columba livia
Seen fairly regularly in small numbers in the Guara National Park, at Riglos and on the plains of Los Monegros on 17 Feb.

STOCK DOVE   Columba oenas
Only seen in small numbers at Los Mongros on 17 Feb.

WOODPIGEON   Columba palumbus
Widespread and seen in lowland areas every day.

COLLARED DOVE  Streptopelia decaocto
Widespread and seen in lowland areas every day.

EAGLE OWL   Bubu bubu
One gave superb views from its cliff face hole in the canyon near to Piraces on 18 Feb. We also tried another site by the cemetery in Piraces, but we were unsuccessful.

LITTLE OWL   Athene noctua
Three were seen during the day at Los Monegros on 17 Feb.

HOOPOE   Upupa epops
One feeding by the roadside at Montmesa on 15 Feb gave great views. Elsewhere we saw two on Los Monegros and one at Candasnos Laguna on 17 Feb.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER   Dendrocopos major
Two were seen at San Julian de Banzo on 18 Feb.

CALANDRA LARK   Melancorypha calandra
Over 30 were seen in fields around Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb and 100+ were seen on Los Monegros on 17 Feb. Generally seen in song-flight, although a few did allow good ‘scope views.

LESSER SHORT-TOED LARK   Calendrilla rufescens 

Six were seen in song-flight on Los Monegros on 17 Feb.

CRESTED LARK   Galerida cristata
A common roadside bird in most areas and seen everyday. 

THEKLA LARK   Galerida theklae
At least 30 were seen on Los Monegros on 17 Feb. Elsewhere a few were on the cliff tops at Alcocea de Cinca on 17 Feb and one was at Piraces on 18 Feb.

WOOD LARK   Lullala arborea
Eight were found in a mixed finch and lark flock at Montmesa on 15 Feb and two were at the same place the following day. Three were singing on the plateau at Loporzano on 18 Feb.

SKYLARK   Alauda arvensis
Good numbers were seen in lark the flocks on the plains at Los Monegros on 17 Feb.

CRAG MARTIN   Ptyonoprogne rupestris
Seen in small numbers at Embalse de Vadiello on 16/18 Feb, Santa Cilia de Panzano on 16 Feb, Riglos on 16 Feb and Piraces on 18 Feb.

SWALLOW   Hirundo rustica
On seen near Zuera on 15 Feb was most unexpected and no doubt a sign of the unusually warm weather.

MEADOW PIPIT   Anthus pratensis
Widespread and common on the plains of Los Monegros on 17 Feb. 

WHITE WAGTAIL   Motacilla alba alba
Widespread and seen each day, usually in small numbers. However c100 were feeding in fields at Embalse de Sotonera on 15/16 Feb and large numbers were starting to go into what must have been a huge roost at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

WREN   Troglodytes troglodytes
One seen at Embalse de Vadiello on 15 Feb.

DUNNOCK   Prunella modularis
One seen at Loporzano on 19 Feb was the only record.

ALPINE ACCENTOR   Prunella collaris

One found by Anita at Riglos on 16 Feb gave wonderful close views.

ROBIN   Erithacus rubecula

One was at Santa Cilia de Panzano on 16 Feb and a few were at Loporzano on 19 Feb.

BLACK REDSTART   Phoenicurus ochruros
Widely distributed and seen every day in small numbers of up to five, mainly in lowland areas.  

STONECHAT   Saxicola torquata
Widely distributed in lowland areas and seen in small numbers every day.

BLACK WHEATEAR   Oenanthe leucura
Two were seen below the cliffs at Alcocea de Cinca on 17 Feb. Surprisingly, we failed to see any at Riglos, their regular site.

BLACKBIRD   Turdus merula
Single birds were seen at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb, Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb and Loporzano on 19 Feb. Two were at San Julian de Banzo on 18 Feb.

SONG THRUSH   Turdus philomelos
One seen at Loporzano on 19 Feb was our only record.

MISTLE THRUSH   Turdus viscivorus
Two at San Julian de Banzo on 18 Feb were our only sightings.

CETTI’S WARBLER   Cettia cetti
Three were seen or heard both at Candasnos Laguna and Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb. As usual, this species was as skulking as ever.

DARTFORD WARBLER   Sylvia undata
One was heard and seen briefly at San Julian de Banzo on 18 Feb.

SARDINIAN WARBLER   Sylvia melanocephala
Only seen in the Loporzano area. One was seen on the plateau on 18 Feb and four were noted on our walk around Loporzano village fields on 19 Feb.

COMMON CHIFFCHAFF   Phylloscopus collybita
One was at Embalse de Sotonera on 15 Feb, six were at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb and 5 were present around Loporzano on 19 Feb.

BLUE TIT   Parus caeruleus
One at Santa Cilia de Panzano on 16 Feb was the only record.

GREAT TIT   Parus major
One was seen at Embalse de Sotonera.on 15 Feb, two were on the plateau at Loporzano on 18 Feb and several were around the fields at Loporzano on 19 Feb.

WALLCREEPER   Tichodroma muraria

One found by Anita gave superb views in a small roadside quarry on the way to Vadiello on 16 Feb. Another found by Tony, also near to Vadiello, on 18 Feb was extremely difficult to see well as it was very high up a cliff face and it frequently disappeared into crevices in the rock face. Seeing these two stunning birds was undoubtedly the highlight of our trip.

PENDULINE TIT   Remiz pendulinus

A male was seen briefly by Anita and Tony at Laguna de Sarinena on 17 Feb.

SOUTHERN GREY SHRIKE   Lanius meridionalis
Seven were seen in total, one briefly near Zuera on 15 Feb, one near Embalse de Sotonera also on 15 Feb, one near Sipan on 16 Feb, two on Los Monegros on 17 Feb, one at Alcocea de Cinca on 17 Feb and one at Loporzano on 19 Feb.

MAGPIE   Pica pica
A few were seen every day.

RED-BILLED CHOUGH   Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

A flock of c30 were seen at Riglos on 16 Feb and c20 were on Los Monegros on 17 Feb.

JACKDAW   Corvus monedula
A few were seen in the steppe areas at Los Monegros on 17 Feb.

CARRION CROW   Corvus corone
Seen fairly regularly in small numbers throughout the trip. 

RAVEN   Corvus corax
Seen most days in ones and twos. Two were at Zuera on 15 Feb, two were seen at Vadiello on 16/18 Feb, one was at Riglos on 16 Feb, and two sere seen at Loporzano on 19 Feb.

SPOTLESS STARLING   Sturmas unicolor
Common in most areas and seen on every day.

HOUSE SPARROW   Passer domesticus
Common in most areas and seen on every day.

ROCK SPARROW   Petronia petronia
Two were seen briefly near the car park tunnel at Vadiello on 16 Feb and 15 gave superb views perched on wires near the cemetery at Piraces on 18 Feb.

CHAFFINCH   Fringilla coelebs
Several were seen in mixed finch flocks near Zuera, Embalse de Sotonera and Montmesa on 15/16 Feb. Elsewhere, seen is smaller numbers everyday.

SERIN   Serinus serinus
A flock of c30 in bushes near Zuera on 15 Feb made an attractive sight. A singing male was at Sena on 17 Feb and c10 were at Piraces cemetery on 18 Feb. 

GREENFINCH   Carduelis chloris
A few were seen in a mixed finch flock near Embalse de Sotonera on 17 Feb.

GOLDFINCH   Carduelis carduelis
LINNET   Carduelis cannabina
The largest flock was c100 at Zuera on 15 Feb. Also seen at Montmesa on 15 Feb and Los Monegros on 17 Feb.

CIRL BUNTING   Emberiza cirlus
At least four were seen or heard at San Julian de Banzo on 18 Feb and one was heard at Loporzano on 19 Feb.

REED BUNTING   Emberiza schoeniclus
Three were in a mixed flock of finches, buntings and larks at Montmesa on 15 Feb and one was at Laguna de Sarinena

CORN BUNTING   Miliaria calandra
Very common in all lowland areas.





























































